I n this era of partisan gridlock, 24-hour news channels, and Twitter hashtags, advocacy groups can have a hard time just breaking through all the "noise" to discuss their issue with policymakers. Fortunately, one way to bring attention to an issue on the Hill is through congressional caucuses. A congressional caucus is an informal group of congressmen and women, established to pursue or promote a shared interest. Caucuses can be large, with hundreds of members, or quite small, involving just a few members focused on a specific topic. While some caucuses are associated with a specific party, many are bipartisan. They can exist in the House or the Senate, but they are much more common in the House. While the number of caucuses fluctuates with each congressional cycle, at any time, there are literally hundreds of active caucuses focussing on almost any issue imaginable.
Caucuses have long been an effective advocacy tool used by outside groups to help highlight an issue. Since 2006, ASA, CSSA, and SSSA have worked with a congressional caucus to help educate policymakers and stakeholders about the importance of soils and soil science. The Congressional Soils Caucus (CSC) is bipartisan and is made up of nearly 50 House members representing districts from across the country-all interested in the issue of soil science.
How Can a Caucus Influence Policy?
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